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support deals could save the U.S. economy $1 trillion and provide

some protection from an unpredictable world. In the U.S., a potential
victory in the reauthorization of the 12/15 deal would mean financial
markets would stay mostly calm for at least the rest of the year.

"Investors are predicting a number of things that are not likely to
happen," said lan Lyngen, head of global foreign exchange at BNP

Paribas. The fundamentals of the economy appear intact, and
investors are betting on a sustainable pace of monetary policy. But no
one is sure whether there's a single reason the U.S. economy is
humming along without need of much help. The independent
International Monetary Fund had much the same view: It highlighted
different reasons for the economy's robust performance — the lack of
inflation, huge fiscal surpluses and a resilient job market. And that's
not to mention the backstop of the massive U.S. government. "When
the U.S. says to the world that it is here to take care of you, it really is
here to take care of you," said Brian Dolan, chief currency strategist at
Deutsche Bank in New York. To be sure, there are plenty of reasons to
worry. Tax reform and rising interest rates could prove a drag on the
economy in 2019. The dollar has soared, increasing the value of trade
with China, its biggest market. And geopolitical tensions, from North

Korea to the situation in Venezuela, could scuttle markets. The

troubles of the past few years could come back to haunt the economy
— which has avoided a recession so far. "It's looking more like (the
U.S. economy) will do fine, which is a little better than fine," said Larry
Hatheway, chief economist at GAM in West Chester, Pennsylvania.
Global uncertainty While the U.S. economy has seen a bit of a
slowdown since the 2017 tax cuts, the 0cc13bf012
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